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This paper has evolved from four sources; in reverse chronological order, they are: (i) Several papers presented in a panel of the North American Association for the Study of Religion (NAASR), in 1999, which focused on the state of the history of religions in Germany. In particular, Hubert Seiwert's paper "Religious Studies and Political Discourses in Germany" (1999) worked among the Yanomami and other communities of the Amazon rain forest.3 It is my contention that researchers must be fully aware of the potential uses of their publically presented research and they must seek to minimize any harmful consequences to the communities which are the objects of their study. Their responsibilities are particularly acute when they have conducted field research, lived in the communities which were the objects of study, established bonds of trust, and received information on the basis of their adoption into the community into which they were living. It gains greater importance when the government, either as a formal policy or through subtle forms of discrimination, works to diminish the place of the religions under study within a national culture.
Before returning to the four factors which brought me to write this Watson Fellowship (1974 -5, 1976 before I began graduate school. Dissertation research was conducted with the support of a Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship and a Social Science Research Council Foreign Area Fellowship (1977-9) . Post-Doctoral field research has been conducted with the support of the Ohio State University College of Humanities (1986 Humanities ( , 1994 , the state of Ohio (1987) , the National Endowment for the Humanities (1996) , and the American Philosophical Society (1997).
